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Meetings: Mondays at Noon
DJ’S Dugout

10308 South 23rd St.

Bellevue, NE 68123
OFFICERS FOR 2013-2014
President…………..…...Charles Adams
President-Elect…..………..Fred Simon
Secretary……………….Herb Barelman

Treasurer…………………Jerry Monson

Sergeant-at-Arms………...…Jeff Smith
Board Members…....….Brandon Athy

Charles Adams                       
                              Paul Reed

Brittany Kuta

Fred Simon

Jeff Smith

Sarah Conaway

JUNE SPEAKERS
June 2: Mark Langdon. Author: “Busting Bad Guys, My True Crime Stories of Bookies, Drug Dealers, and Ladies of the Night”
June 9: TBA
June 16: Eileen Wirth “From Society Page to Front Page Nebraska Women in Journalism”
June 23: Stephen W. Leslie, MD
June 30: Elaine Allen, Executive Director of NE Polio Survivor’s Association
Executive Director

Nebraska Polio Survivors Association 

GREETER AND INVOCATION
June 
Greeter………………....Sarah Conaway
Invocation……………...Charles Adams
FROM THE PRESIDENT
Bellevue Rotarians,

Fred Simon will be assuming his role as the Bellevue Rotary Club president for the third time in the past four years.  We can’t thank him enough for his dedication and service to our club.  His term will be July 2014 through June 2015 and his successor and President-Elect will be Sarah Conaway.

We are excited to have several new members in our club and are consistently seeing guests at meetings.  We encourage everyone to continue welcoming our guests and inviting them back to join us for another meeting or an upcoming social event.  If you would like contact information for new members or guests, please contact Sarah Conaway. We are also keeping the website up to date with meeting and speaker information, which has been helpful for both current and prospective members.
FROM ROTARY INTERNATIONAL
Howard Buffett is on deadline. In 2006, his father, U.S. investor and philanthropist Warren Buffett, challenged him to do something great in the world – and gave him $1 billion to do it. So he gave himself 40 years to spend every penny in a bold attempt to end global hunger. After a second stock gift in 2012 and favorable returns, he has about $3 billion now. An Illinois farmer, Buffett spends part of the year in the cab of his tractor and the rest of his time leading the Howard G. Buffett Foundation. He's barreled headfirst into his task, visiting more than 100 countries to research the scope of the issue. So far, his work has funded research into drought-tolerant crops, supported the mapping of food insecurity in America, and will pull nearly 50,000 Central American farmers out of poverty.

The Rotarian: How does your experience as a farmer tie into your foundation? I understand there's research happening on your farms.
Howard Buffett: We're working with a lot of different universities to learn. For example, we are trying to figure out how to grow rice and corn with significantly less water. That will help in water conservation, and it also will help in areas of the world where you have less water. We're looking at different farming systems in terms of carbon release, in terms of yield, in terms of soil erosion. We have plots in South Africa, in Illinois, and in Arizona. We're doing a study on African agricultural productivity based on a number of issues, including political restraints and productivity of soil. We'll have that out in 2014, and it will contradict some of the mainstream thinking that Africa can feed the world. We'll go in-depth in 10 countries and talk about the things that have to happen if these countries are even going to feed themselves. Our plan is to challenge the status quo.

What has been your biggest success so far?
We've had huge success with something called P4P, or Purchase for Progress, with the World Food Programme. We'll pull close to 50,000 farmers across four countries in Central America permanently out of poverty. We train farmers in business and production methods, and then WFP guarantees that it will buy from those farmers for things like school feeding programs and emergency relief. WFP buys thousands of tons of food. Because they guarantee they'll buy it, we don't have to worry about what happens if we train all these farmers and they can't sell something. When we walk away from this program, most of those farmers will be in the marketplace. In fact, almost half those farmers are already selling to other entities. They don't need us anymore. That's the beauty of the program.

Rotary is also shifting toward more sustainable projects. How do you think Rotarians could help with your efforts?
I've actually thought about how great Rotary would be in eastern DRC because when you're trying to rebuild a society, what's the first thing you do? You have to build camaraderie. You have to build trust. You have to build a social conscience. Rotary clubs do that.

You decided that your foundation would go out of business in 40 years – is that to maintain a sense of urgency?
If you think that way, you're going to act differently. We will go out of business in 40 years from 2006. That's set in stone.

What do you hope to accomplish by then?
I hope we will have shaken up the conversation, challenged people, and challenged processes. I hope we help people think about issues differently and even change the mindset a little bit – like that it's OK to fail.

Your dad calls you the Indiana Jones of philanthropy. What drives you to work in some of the world's most dangerous places?
I want to understand the full picture of hunger, and conflict is a main cause. Nearly 60 percent of the hunger in Africa is caused by conflict.

But why is alleviating hunger so important to you that you'd risk your own life by going into a conflict zone?
People are living in these circumstances. That's their life. I get to go home. When you start doing things in areas that are difficult, you find people who are so committed, and you feel like, "Well, if they're not giving up, I can't give up.”
THE FOUR WAY TEST—of the things we think, say, or do:

Is it the TRUTH?

Is it FAIR to all concerned?

Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?
QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“Friendship…the craving for which brought Rotary into existence is the thing that will keep Rotary a living, vital force in the world for all time, the very foundation of our organization.”
-Address to 1920 Rotary Convention, N.J.
ROTARY TRIVIA

(Answers in next month’s newsletter)
1. Where is the largest Rotary Club in the world?

2. How does one qualify to be a Paul Harris Fellow?

3. T/F: An active member may make up a missed club meeting by attending another club’s meeting within 14 days of the missed club meeting.
ROTARY TRIVIA ANSWERS FROM LAST MONTH

1. What city hosted the first regular Rotary luncheon meetings?
Oakland, CA
2. How many Rotary Clubs are there worldwide? 
34,000
3. What percentage of Rotarians worldwide are women?  How about in the U.S.? (Denise and Brittney the percentage will shock you!)
16% worldwide; 53% in the United States
4. T/F: Rotary International has a pilot program to recognize Rotary e-Clubs that meet primarily on line.
T
5. T/F: Rotary Youth Exchange is a program focusing on high school age students.

T

AREA MEETINGS
Monday:
Omaha Millard, Noon @ German American Society 

Omaha North, Noon @ Eppley Airfield Conference Center 
Tuesday:
Omaha Morning, 7:00 am @ Happy Hollow Country Club  

Northwest, Noon @ Champions Run

Southwest Omaha Rotary Night Club, 5:15pm @Millard Plaza Ballroom
Wednesday:
Council Bluffs Centennial, 7:00am at HyVee 

Downtown, Noon @ Field Club
Plattsmouth, Noon @ Plattsmouth State Bank
Thursday:
Suburban, Noon @ Anthonys

Friday:
Omaha West, Noon @ Champions Run
